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Meeting at Yonkers Raceway June 25 196L, -

The firot . Meetinie )c)': place at 700 P.M. in the stables of Yonkers Raceway

At this meeting were present the drivers Alexandr Hirga, Petr VasilieVich, an

American interpreter, and myself. The American interpreter introduced me to the

drivers . I asked Hirga to snow me the horse that he was going to , race that night,

( this I said in Ukrainian) Hirga showed me the horse and said that his name is

Granit. I complemented the horse saying that it was a fine animal, then.Hirga

asked me where I was from, I said that ' I was Of Ukrainian descent i, and . that my

parents were born in the Ukraine ( Western) At this his face lighted up and he

said that he OW was born in Ukraine also, in the town of Lutsk. _I asked him then

where he was living now he said in Mose ow. large asked me if I speak Ukrainian

with my friends, I answered that sometimes I do, He said that it was very important

that we keep on speaking the national langauge He seemed sincerelY interested in

the lire of the Ukreininn	 onpecialy in the field of the Ukrainian

lnhKenge. I then neked hlm how he wno enjoyin hia otayein. the He replied

th t he weht si tehtseeing on Wednedny, but did not see enough of the , ottyte . form

at opinion. he aekedme what my parents are doing, how they are making ,a living?

I explained toe him that they are both working . and making . enough:mOney to send

me through college. He wanted to know where my father was working, I told him

that he was working on the railroad. He wanted to know when we came to America,
I told him 14 years ago. At 7:30 the American interpretor 'stepped up to Us. Hirga

started to eemelain that the traffie problem in New York is very big, he said that

in Moscow they have lens CAPS bet the city ie much more beautiful. The interpretor

W-Ard me to lenve aecaeee the drivers Ifmre tensed up before the race. eI ark.ed

how lene: he was going to stay in the 8tates, he :Add untill July-5. Then I asked

him if I could see him after the race. He siad yea definitly. I wished him luck

and left.
The second meetinc took place after the race. ( the Soviet horses took.

the last two places) I went to the stable and there meet the two drivers ., the Amer-

ican interpreter, the manager of the team and a stable hand from Moscow, who was

called Tvau.	 eel:ed hirge what went wrong wiArh the race, he explained th*A1 the

German horee got	 rroo o 11IN and ci 3 not let hlm odVauce to t4n tronti esld

he wete to:eoe lZhsed to protest. Uirge, Wee vihlhly dinturbed , by thivoutcome of

the race and was no Ln a tal lcing mood.	 asked hien how he liked this track and how

it compares to the moscow Hippodrome He siad that the Hippodrome is much bigger

and that he was not used to such smaA. tracks. Hirga stepped away to do something

to horse and tha trainer started to talk to me.
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He asked me where T. was from, and what I do , I explained that I am a Univees

ity student. The trainer then asked where my parents are from. I said , from

estern Ukraine. He said that he lives in Moscow. He also wanted to know what

Y parents are doing. and when they came to the United States, I answered him

he same way I answered Hirga. The trainer gave an impression of being very

nterested in my answers to his questions. The drivers Went to change and I was t,
eft alone with Ivan and the translator. Ivan cursed out the German driver.

ben he sassed by, saying thc.t because of that scoundrel they lost the race.

esides those remirks Ivas had nth-thing to say except that he was from.1oscow.

nuring that scene the American translator agreed with Ivan about the nature

t the German driver.

lien the drivers returned we went to dinner. ( Hirga, VasilieVichs the Amer. r
nterpretor and myself.) 'Lt dinner the two drivers were too disgusted to.

h•
.alt about anything very important , they discussed the race and the horses. .

asked Hirga where he was staying, he said at a hotel not to far from the

.ace track.( about one mile) Then I asked him when they would race again.

(0 said sometime next week. :A'tor dinner they talked about the race again

I saw that Iiirga did not want to talk ahout . anything else I decided to leave -
Lt 11:50 P.M.
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